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WOODBURY — With bids
coming in under budget, the
Nonnewaug High School
Building Committee was able
to include items in the project
to upgrade the school’s ath-
letic facilities.

Plans now call for a syn-
thetic turf football field sur-
rounded by a resprayed
track, concrete stairs leading
down to the athletic fields, an
outdoor restroom and con-
cessions building at the
fields, extra bleacher seating
in the gym for athletes, and
exterior metal panels to im-
prove the coherence of the
renovated building.

Building Committee mem-
bers at a meeting Wednesday
included these alternates in
the Nonnewaug High School
renovation plan after learn-
ing that bids came in approxi-
mately $2.5 million under the
construction budget. 

The committee also on
Wednesday gave construc-
tion manager O&G Industries
the green light to enter into
contract agreements with
bidders on the critical early
work packages to meet the
construction schedule.

Letters of intent will soon
go out for abatement and
demolition, site work, steel
work, general trades, alu-
minum framing, drywall,
plumbing, HVAC, fire pro-
tection and electrical allow-
ing the low-bidding contrac-
tors to get started on obtain-
ing materials and issuing the
proper paperwork to begin
the main construction. 

Construction work should
start inside the building over
February break, and heavy
construction inside and on
site will kick into high gear
over the summer, when O&G
set a six-day workweek to
maximize productivity and
minimize overtime costs. The
project should be completed
in summer 2019.

Committee members were
elated at not only taking this
major step in the building
process after years of delays,
but at including almost all of
the plan alternates.

The project was hindered
by a four-year delay and lost
$6 million to escalation costs.

During the design phase,
project manager Colliers In-
ternational and SLAM Archi-
tects performed value engi-
neering to save money wher-
ever possible, and some de-
sign aspects were put on an
alternates list to be included
if there was money left over
after bids came in. 

Most of the alternates were
outside the main building
since the rate of state reim-
bursement is lower for site
work. 

Also, to qualify for state re-
imbursement, every inch of
the main building must be
renovated.

The synthetic turf field
carries a zero percent reim-
bursement rate, but commit-
tee members said the field,
along with steps to the fields
and bathrooms/concession
stand, were high priorities
for the public.

“I think this will make the
voters very happy that they
got what they wanted,” com-
mittee member and Board of
Education Chairman Janet
Morgan said.

Building Committee Chair-
man John Chapman said it
was a matter of balancing
needs and wants and being
prudent with costs and
spending.

“People wanted turf, and
getting people down to the
fields is important,” he said
of the stairs. “We’re nearly
$1 million under budget
even with alternates and we
have $900,000, which we can
push into the construction
contingency so that we’ll
have a deeper reserve,” he
said.

Colliers recommended set-
ting aside at least $200,000 to
cover any design upgrades or
unexpected costs, and com-
mittee members wanted a
bigger reserve than that, say-
ing they didn’t want to spend
the money just because it’s
there.

“We want to be prudent
with taxpayers’ money, and
I’d rather be in a position of
handing money back,” Chap-
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BARKHAMSTED — The
Republican Town Commit-
tee has thrown its support
behind gubernatorial candi-
date Peter Lumaj.

Lumaj, who ran for secre-
tary of state in 2014 and U.S.
Senate in 2012, appeared be-
fore the committee on Mon-
day night to explain his cam-
paign positions. 

Barkhamsted Town Com-
mittee Chairwoman Juliana
Simone, who is Lumaj’s di-
rector of communications,
said the local committee has
strongly supported the can-
didate for years. 

“I have always admired
his deep love for this country
and the individual freedoms
it offers to its citizens,” she
wrote on the committee’s
website.

In his presentation, Lumaj
encouraged Republicans to
be proud and to own their al-
legiance to President Donald
Trump. 

“We have no reason to be
ashamed of being Republi-
cans,” he said. “I think it’s
the reason we lost in 2014 —
gubernatorial candidate
Tom Foley was ashamed to
be a rich, white guy. Isn’t
that the entire reason to live
in a free country — to do bet-
ter? We had the same prob-
lem with Mitt Romney. If we
do it again, the Democrats
will smell weakness.”

He said Republicans have
“done a poor job in defining
ourselves. We have been de-
fined by the media. We cow-
er in the corner and defend
ourselves. We’re not bad at
all. If we were a racist party,
I wouldn’t be here tonight.”

He contends that Presi-
dent Trump won because,
despite his wealth, he con-
nected with the common
people. 

“The Trump base in our
state, a large percentage did-
n’t vote Republican before.
He identified with them,”
Lumaj said. “His character
is to fight for what he be-
lieves in. I stick by those
principals of Trump voters.
There is no reason to run
away from that.”

RTC MEMBER DAVID
MOULTON asked how
Lumaj, an attorney from the
Bronx, N.Y., with a home in
Fairfield, would connect
with voters. 

“I work with a lot of blue-
collar guys and hardly any

voted for Foley or Romney,”
Moulton said. “They said,
‘He’s the rich guy; he doesn’t
care about me.’ How do you
convince those guys on the
shop floor to vote for you?” 

Lumaj referred to his own
history, which includes es-
caping from Communist Al-
bania nearly 30 years ago
and making his way to the
U.S. He worked as a porter
and doorman to help support
his family, and to pay for his
education at the City Univer-
sity of New York, where he
earned a degree in political
science. 

“I came here as a
refugee,” he said. “The first
job I held was flipping burg-
ers. I started with nothing —
not a penny when I came to
the United States, but I went
to night school and eventual-
ly became a lawyer. Anyone
can realize his dream if he is
willing to work.”

Lumaj said he can identify
with the middle class. 

“Most Republicans can
identify with the middle
class if properly ap-
proached,” he added.
“Wealth doesn’t define you.”

Lumaj’s platform is decid-
edly aligned with Trump. He
pronounces himself a “Sec-
ond Amendment guy,” op-
poses amnesty for illegal

aliens and condemns “sanc-
tuary cities” that are shelter-
ing them. He criticizes Con-
necticut’s welfare system,
saying illegal aliens should
be ineligible for benefits.

“IT PAYS TO BE ILLEGAL
and come to our state,” he
said. “People are moving
into this state that are barely
producing anything. If you
join welfare today, you will
make more than $40,000 a
year without doing anything.
The Democrats want gov-
ernment dependency. Look
at the crime rate, the unem-

ployment rate. … Republi-
cans should point out that
everything (Democrats)
touched is broken. We are
the party of solutions.”

Lumaj said he believes tax
relief is the key to kick-start-
ing the state’s recovery. 

“I think we have to start
with tax relief so people have
more money,” he said,
adding “you could feel the
economy change right away”
after Congress passed its tax
reform.

“How do you defend
against the charge that it is
making the deficit worse?”
Moulton asked.

“First thing you have to
accept is that the Democ-
rats will blame us,” Lumaj
replied. “But we have to
say, ‘We tried your methods
and it got worse. Let’s try
ours.’ As Republicans, we
have to say we will uphold
our agreements with the
voters. We should be very
forceful about these
things.”

Lumaj said his greatest
weakness — a lack of gov-
ernmental experience —
also can be seen as a
strength. 

“Professional politicians
are thinking of getting
elected and using that as a
steppingstone,” he said. “I
am not looking for a promo-
tion. I could practice law
and be happy with it.”

He said he has enjoyed a
positive reception as he
tours the state. Lumaj noted
that three of the 10 Republi-
can candidates — Danbury
Mayor Mark Boughton, for-
mer Trumbull First Select-
man Timothy Herbst and
himself — are polling in
double digits.

“This election is ours to
lose,” he said.
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Gubernatorial candidate Peter Lumaj addresses the
Barkhamsted Republican Town Committee on Monday
night. 

Barkhamsted GOP backs Lumaj for governor 
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TORRINGTON — Christi-
na M. Emery is the new exec-
utive director of Prime Time
House, a private nonprofit or-
ganization that helps adults
with mental illness. 

Emery ’ s
first day on
the job at
Prime Time
House, 836
Main St.,
was Jan. 8.
She suc-
ceeds Lisa
Lynch, who
retired late

last year. 
Susan Rea, president of the

organization’s board of direc-
tors, expressed excitement
about Emery’s hire in a news
release. 

“She is a seasoned leader
who believes in collaboration,
has strong ties to the Torring-
ton community, and is sensi-
tive to the challenges faced
by our members and our or-
ganization,” Rea stated.

The opportunity seemed
like the right fit, Emery said.
After spending five years as
director of development at the
Arc of Litchfield County, bet-
ter known as LARC, she said
leading an organization was
the next logical step in her ca-
reer, and Prime Time House
is the right place to do it.

“The mission is something
that I strongly believe in,”
Emery said Thursday. 

She wants to help broaden
awareness of mental illness
and reduce stigma, though
she sees choppy waters ahead
for the nonprofit.

“Due to state budget cuts,
there’s a need to broaden rev-
enue streams,” Emery said. 

She has long been active in
the area. Emery served one
term as a Democratic select-
man in Harwinton from 2009
to 2011, and before that sat on
the town’s Planning Commis-
sion. She also has served as
interim executive director of
the Torrington Development
Corp. and director of the
city’s Economic Develop-
ment Commission.

Prime Time House
has new director
Deals with mental illness 

Emery
CONTRIBUTED

“I came here as a refugee. The first job I held was flipping burgers. I started with nothing — not a
penny when I came to the United States, but I went to night school and eventually became a lawyer.
Anyone can realize his dream if he is willing to work.”

— PETER LUMAJ, CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR

Alternates added to high
school renovation plan


